XI
MEN OF GOODWILL

How had things been faring at Nanking in all this?
While Chiang Kai-shek read his Bible in his "prison"
in Sian, and talked with the persuasive Chou En-lai,
the national crisis had turned a searchlight on some
dark corners in the political warren of the capital.
The first news from Sian had been a severe shock
to the Kuomintang bureaucracy. Nanking was more
used to talk than to action. There were some able
men in the Government (and many more outside it);
but very few of these had been used to full executive
authority. It is characteristic that in the first meetings
called to discuss the emergency, many hours were
spent in argument about procedure and "face."
Finally, Dr. H. H. Kung, Minister of Finance, an
American-trained liberal with some democratic sym-
pathies, was appointed in the Generalissimo's place
as Acting President of the Executive Yuan.
Dr. Kung had considerable personal influence, for
he belonged to the "Soong Dynasty," that extra-
ordinary family hierarchy that has at times com-
pletely dominated Chinese domestic politics. He had
married Soong Ai-ling, by general consent the
shrewdest and most business-like of the three re-
markable sisters who made such surprisingly different
marriages. Soong Mei-ling, the youngest of the three,
as the wife of the Generalissimo, has come more and
155